
 



I. Topical Outline – Each offering of this course must include the following topics (be sure to include 
information regarding lab, practicum, clinical or other non lecture instruction): 
  
1. The Basic Elements of Music 
2. Music in the Medieval Era 
3. Music in the Renaissance 
4. Music in the Baroque 
5. Music in the Classical Era 
6. Music in the Romantic Era 
7. Music in the 20th Century 
 
II. Course Learning Outcomes 

Course Outcome/Objective 
 
At the conclusion of this course, students should be 
able to: 
 
1. understand and recognize aurally the basic 
elements of music 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2. place major composers from  the various musical  
style periods into their correct style periods 
 
 
 
 
 
3. identify aurally music from the various musical  
style periods  
 
 
 
 
 
4. identify aurally and describe genres from the 
various musical  style periods 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
5. identify aurally and discuss and list musical 
mediums from the various musical  style periods 
 

Assessment Method 
 
 
 
1. Students will hear discussions of the basic 
elements of music in class. Students will 
demonstrate their understanding of basic elements 
on periodic written tests. 
 
2. Students will hear the basic elements of music 
in appropriate musical examples. Students will 
demonstrate their ability to identify basic elements 
on periodic aural tests. 
 
1. Students will learn the musical style periods and 
their dates. Students will study music from the 
various musical style periods with appropriate 
dates and composers. Students will demonstrate 
their ability to place major composers into their 
correct style periods on periodic written tests. 
 
1. Students will hear appropriate music from the 
various musical  style periods in class and the 
Classical Music Service on-line. Students will 
demonstrate their ability to identify music from the 
various musical style periods on periodic aural 
tests. 
 
1. Students will hear music of appropriate genres 
from the various musical style periods in class and 
the Classical Music Service on-line. Students will 
demonstrate their ability to identify genres from 
the various musical style periods on periodic aural 
tests. 
 
2. Students will hear discussions of appropriate 
genres from the various musical  style periods. 
Students will demonstrate their ability to describe 
genres from the various musical  style periods 
on periodic written tests. 
 
1. Students will hear discussions of musical 
mediums from the various musical  style periods 
 in class. Students will demonstrate their ability to 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
6. name and discuss biographies of appropriate 
composers from the various musical  style periods 

 
 
 
 

7. list and identify aurally appropriate musical forms 
from the various musical  style periods 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
8. list and identify appropriate musical titles from 
the various musical  style periods 

 
 
 

 
9. list and identify aurally appropriate musical style 
characteristics from the various musical  style 
periods 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

discuss and list musical mediums from the various 
musical style periods on periodic written tests. 
 
2. Students will hear music with appropriate 
musical mediums from the various musical style 
periods. Students will demonstrate their ability to 
identify musical mediums from the various 
musical style periods on periodic aural tests. 
 
1. Students will hear discussions of biographies of 
appropriate composers from the various musical 
style periods in class. Students will demonstrate 
their ability to name and discuss appropriate 
composer's biographies from the various musical  
style periods on periodic written tests. 
 
1. Students will hear music with appropriate forms 
from the various musical style periods. Students 
will demonstrate their ability to identify forms 
from the various musical style periods on periodic 
aural tests. 
 
2. Students will hear discussions of appropriate 
forms from the various musical style periods. 
Students will demonstrate their ability to describe 
appropriate forms from the various musical  style 
periods on periodic written tests. 
 
1. Students will hear discussions of appropriate 
musical titles from the various musical style 
periods. Students will demonstrate their ability to 
list and identify appropriate titles from the various 
musical style periods on periodic written tests. 
 
1. Students will hear music with appropriate 
musical style characteristics from the various 
musical style periods. Students will demonstrate 
their ability to identify appropriate musical style 
characteristics s from the various musical style 
periods on periodic aural tests. 
 
2. Students will hear discussions of appropriate 
musical style characteristics from the various 
musical style periods. Students will demonstrate 
their ability to describe appropriate forms from the 
various musical style periods on periodic written 
tests. 
 

 
III.  Required Text(s), Optional Text(s) and/or Materials to be Supplied by Student. 
  
Text (WHA Campus):  Hart, Phillip R. Music Appreciation:   A Course Outline, Wharton, Texas:  (n.p.), 
1999. 
 
Text (SUGA and FBTC Campuses):  Kerman, Joseph. Listen. 3rd ed. New York:  Worth Publishers, 
1996. 



 
IV. Suggested Course Maximum - Wharton:  25  Sugar Land:  35  Fort Bend:  35 
 
V. List any specific spatial or physical requirements beyond a typical classroom required to teach the 
course. 
 
Piano and audio/video system 
 
VI. Course Requirements/Grading System – Describe any course specific requirements such as 
research papers or reading assignments and the generalized grading format for the course  
 
Students are required to do outside listening. Musical examples are provided by the WCJC Library's 
subscription to the on-line Classical Music Service. 
Students are required to attend live musical performances. 
 
GRADING:  Standard College Grading System as listed in the WCJC Catalog 
 
    A =   90 - 100 %        
    B =   80 - 89% 
     C =   70 - 79%           
    D =   60 - 69% 
     F =     0 - 59% 
 
VII.   Curriculum Checklist 
 

 - Academic General Education Course (from ACGM – but not in WCJC Core) 
 No additional documentation needed 
 

 - Academic WCJC Core Course 
        Attach the Core Curriculum Checklist, including the following: 

• Basic Intellectual Competencies 
• Perspectives   
• Exemplary Educational Objectives 

 
 

 - WECM Courses  
        Attach the following: 

• Program SCANS Matrix 
• Course SCANS Competencies Checklist 

 
 



 
 

Core Curriculum Checklist

 
 
       

Page 1: Competencies 
 

Course Prefix & Number: MUSI 1306 Music Appreciation 
(Core 050) 

 

 
Competency Method of Assessment  

READING: Reading at the college level means the ability to analyze and 
interpret a variety of printed materials – books, articles, and documents.  

Course examinations based on textbook and outside sources 

WRITING: Competency in writing is the ability to produce clear, correct, 
and coherent prose adapted to purpose, occasion, and audience. 

Writing projects and essays on final exam 

SPEAKING: Competence in speaking is the ability to communicate orally 
in clear, coherent, and persuasive language appropriate to purpose, 
occasion, and audience. 

       

LISTENING: Listening at the college level means the ability to analyze 
and interpret various forms of spoken communication. 

Regular graded listening exercises in class 

CRITICAL THINKING: Critical thinking embraces methods for applying 
both qualitative and quantitative skills analytically and creatively to subject 
matter in order to evaluate arguments and to construct alternative 
strategies. 

Research projects and essays on final exam 

COMPUTER LITERACY: Computer literacy at the college level means 
the ability to use computer-based technology in communicating, solving 
problems, and acquiring information. 
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Page 2: Perspectives 
 

Course Prefix & Number: MUSI 1306 Music 
Appreciation (core 050) 

 

 
Perspective Method of Assessment  

1.  Establish broad and multiple perspectives of the individual in 
relationship to the larger society and world in which he or she lives, and 
help the student to understand the responsibilities of living in a culturally- 
and ethically-diversified world;  

Course exams and final exam 

2.  Stimulate a capacity to discuss and reflect upon individual, political, 
economic, and social aspects of life to understand ways to be a 
responsible member of society; 

In class discussion 

3.  Recognize the importance of maintaining health and wellness;        

4.  Develop a capacity to use knowledge of how technology and science 
affect lives; 

       

5.  Develop personal values for ethical behavior;        

6.  Develop the ability to make aesthetic judgments; Research projects, essays, and examinations 

7.  Use logical reasoning in problem solving;         

8.  Integrate knowledge and understanding of the interrelationships of the 
scholarly disciplines 

In class discussion, research projects, examinations 
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Page 3:  Exemplary Educational Objectives 
 

MUSI 1306  Music Appreciation (core 050) 
    

Component Area:  Humanities and Performing/Visual Arts 
Exemplary Educational Objective Method of Assessment 

1.  Demonstrate awareness of the scope and variety of 
works in the arts and humanities. 

Students read and respond in written tests to assigned 
material in the required course textbook that includes 
Western musical masterworks, genres, and forms from the 
medieval period to the present. 

2.  Understand those works as expressions of individual and 
human values within a historical and social context. 

 Students read and respond in written tests to assigned 
material in the required course textbook. 

3.  Respond critically to works in the arts and humanities. 

 Students attend live musical performances and critique and 
analyze in writing the music heard and the performance 
itself. Students verbally critique and respond critically to 
musical masterworks heard in class. 

4.  Engage in the creative process or interpretive 
performance and comprehend the physical and intellectual 
demands required of the author or visual or performing artist.

 On written tests and in classroom discussions, students 
demonstrate comprehension of the physical and intellectual 
demands required of musical composers and of musicians. 

5.  Articulate an informed personal reaction to works in the 
arts and humanities. 

 Students formulate and demonstrate an informed personal 
reaction to musical masterworks through written responses 
on tests, written analyses and critiques of recorded and live 
performances, and classroom discussion. 

6.  Develop an appreciation for the aesthetic principles that 
guide or govern the humanities and arts. 

 Students respond by writing critiques of masterworks drawn 
from all musical style periods; they also make judgments 
concerning merits of the music itself and of individual 
performances. 

7.  Demonstrate knowledge of the influence of literature, 
philosophy, and/or the arts on intercultural experiences. 

 Students demonstrate knowledge of the historical and social 
influence of music from the medieval period to the present 
through written assignments, tests, and classroom 
discussions. 
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