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INTRODUCTION

The Wharton County Junior College Athletic Hall of Fame recognizes former 

student athletes and college employees who made noteworthy accomplishments 

that elevated WCJC’s athletic programs, garnered success in their chosen careers 

and served their community.

The Hall of Fame was created in 2021. The 2022 group was chosen by a selection 

committee comprised of WCJC athletic staff as well as select members of the 

faculty. Criteria included: (1) accomplishment in athletics during and after WCJC; 

(2) service to the college and WCJC athletics; (3) professional achievements; (4) 

personal integrity; and (5) service to the community.

The 2022 inductees include:

• Steve Austin – Football, Class of 1984

• Hubert M. (Sonny) Detmer, Jr.  – Baseball, Basketball, Football, Class of 1964

• Burkley Harkless, Sr. –  Football, Class of 1964

• Bradley Harter –Rodeo, Class of 2002

• Ronald Glenn Jones – Baseball , Class of 1984

• Mamie Mauch – Basketball, Volleyball, Class of 1977

• Ervin C. Muegge – Football, Class of 1949

• Michele Ruschhaupt – Tennis, Class of 1983

• Stephanie Jacks Saculla – Rodeo, Class of 2005

• Walt Wendtland – Baseball, Class of 1974
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STEVE AUSTIN

Raised in Edna, Texas, Steve Austin was a well-rounded athlete who originally 
excelled at football.  He received a scholarship to WCJC and was a hard-hitting 
linebacker on the 1984 team before receiving a full scholarship to the University 
of North Texas. He later switched to defensive end after a knee injury. 
His first love, however, was professional wrestling, and while at UNT, Austin 
began training at the Dallas Sportatorium for the sport that would later make 
him a household name.

Austin officially began his wrestling career in 1989. Two years later he signed 
with World Championship Wrestling, competing as “Stunning” Steve Austin. 
While part of WCW, he won several title matches and tag team championships. 
He signed with the World Wrestling Federation (now renamed the WWE) in 
1995. Austin became known as “Stone Cold” Steve Austin in the WWF, a persona 
that he is best known for today.  He is regarded as one of the most well-known 
professional wrestlers of all time.  His accomplishments for WWF include:

•   Winning the WWF Championship six times
•   Winning the WWF Intercontinental Championship twice
•   Winning the Million Dollar Championship
•   Winning the WWF Tag Team Championship four times
•   Three-time Royal Rumble winner  (a Guinness World Record)
•   Named the fifth WWF Triple Crown Champion 
•   Inducted into the WWE Hall of Fame in 2009

Austin retired from the WWF in 2003. Since then, he has worked in more than 
a dozen movies and several TV shows,  been featured in numerous video games, 
hosted a popular podcast and hosted a reality competition show.  Austin 
currently splits his time between Nevada and California.
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HUBERT M. (SONNY) DETMER, JR.

A Texas native, Sonny Detmer Jr. spent his childhood and high school years in 
Indiana before returning to Texas in the mid-1960s to attend WCJC on a baseball 
and basketball scholarship. After his first year as a Pioneer, Detmer was encour-
aged to try out for the WCJC football team. He went on to letter in all three 
sports. After WCJC, Detmer attended Florida State University from 1964-1965, 
playing both basketball and baseball. He later played in the Continental Football 
League for the San Antonio Toros and the Odessa-Midland West Texas Rufneks. 

After earning his associate’s degree from WCJC in 1964, Detmer obtained a 
bachelor’s degree from Southwest Texas State University in San Marcos and 
then a master’s degree in education from Our Lady of the Lake University in 
San Antonio. He embarked on a lengthy coaching career, with many of his 
teams earning district, regional and state honors.

His accomplishments include:
•   All-conference in football for two years
•   Dallas Morning News All-Texas Junior College Team 1963
•   Honorable Mention All-American 1963
•   Named the 1985 Football Coach of the Year by The San Antonio Light
•   1990-1993 Football Coach of the Year District 31 5A

Detmer and his wife, Betty Lou Spellman of El Campo, have two sons 
(Ty and Koy) and two daughters (Dee and Lori). Detmer passed away in 2020 
at the age of 76. 
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BURKLEY HARKLESS, SR.

With a personal motto of “You can’t change your life unless you change your 
thinking,” Burkley Harkless Sr. has used determination and a strong mental 
outlook to achieve athletic and career goals that others only dream about. The 
Bay City, Texas, native spent two years at WCJC (1963-1964), earning two time 
All-American honors in football before transferring to The University of North 
Texas, where he played nose tackle from 1965-1966.

After North Texas, Harkless spent a number of years in the National Football 
League, playing for the Houston Oilers, the Baltimore Colts and the San Francis-
co 49ers. He also competed in the Canadian Football League, playing with the 
Edmonton Eskimos (now the Edmonton Elks) and the Winnipeg Blue Bombers in 
the late 1960s and early 1970s. Harkless later worked for General Telephone and 
Electronics (GTE) and the Denton County Juvenile Probation Department.

His accomplishments include:
•
•
•
•
•

Several Top Salesman of the Year awards for GTE in the 1980s
Inducted into the University of North Texas Athletic Hall of Fame in 2005
Several service recognitions from the Denton County Juvenile 
Probation Department
Received the Hayden Fry Era Award in 2017

Harkless is currently retired and lives with his wife, Pat, in Corinth, Texas. 
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BRADLEY HARTER

Born in San Angelo, Texas, Bradley Harter wanted to be a professional cowboy 
from early on in life. Originally drawn to bull riding, Harter eventually decided 
to shoot for All-Around Cowboy honors, working hard in both timed events 
and rough stock. After high school, Harter set his sights on WCJC, impressed 
by Rodeo Coach Sean Amestoy’s reputation for molding some of the most 
competitive cowboys around.  “That was exactly what I wanted to be,” 
Harter recalls. 

During Harter’s two years at WCJC (2001-2002), the team won the Southern 
Region and competed nationally, while Harter won several All-Around, bull 
riding and bronc riding titles. Harter deems his time at WCJC as one of the 
greatest experiences of his life. “This wonderful college taught us the values 
of life, how to win, what we did when we lost and how to be a man,” he said. 

After WCJC, Harter transferred to Tarleton State University, where he earned a 
bachelor’s degree in business administration. He also qualified for the National 
Intercollegiate Rodeo National Finals four times and the PRCA National Finals 
Rodeo in Las Vegas 11 times. He then embarked on a professional career that 
included competing in more than 100 rodeos annually across the United States 
and Canada. He retired in 2019 after suffering a career-ending injury in Las 
Vegas and currently works for the Louisiana Farm Bureau. 

Harter and his wife, Kirby, live in Louisiana with their two sons, Houston 
and Branson. 
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RONALD GLENN JONES

A native of Seguin, Texas, Ronald Jones was an all-around athlete, making 
All-District honors in football in high school as well as being named to the 
All-State baseball team. His .490 average in high school attracted the 
attention of the Toronto Blue Jays, which selected him in the 14th round of 
the 1982 amateur draft. Jones turned down that offer, however, choosing 
instead to get an education and do some maturing at WCJC.  The following 
year, Jones again attracted the majors by getting drafted in the 2nd round 
by the Montreal Expos, but he remained committed to staying in school and 
excelling at WCJC for his sophomore year. 

After WCJC, Jones returned to Seguin before being signed as an undrafted 
free agent for the Philadelphia Phillies. He spent time on the Phillies’ farm 
team in Oregon and put up some impressive numbers before moving up to 
Class A in 1986. In 1988, Jones was called up by the Phillies and began making 
his mark, known for his power swing and homerun potential. Two debilitating 
injuries, however, ended his promising career after just a couple of years. 
Jones continued to play ball in independent, foreign and semi-pro leagues 
until 2000, when he began coaching youth baseball in the Houston area. 

He passed away in 2006 at the age of 41.   
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Mamie Mauch’s two years at WCJC were rewarding both athletically and aca-
demically. In addition to obtaining an associate’s degree, the El Campo native 
made a name for herself on the basketball and volleyball courts. In 1977, she 
was awarded All-Region honors and named to the NJCAA Women’s Basketball 
All-American team. She was also a member of the Delta Phi Sorority in 1977. 

Mauch’s basketball prowess initially drew attention at El Campo High School, 
where she earned All-District honors her sophomore, junior and senior years. 
After her time at WCJC, Mauch transferred to Baylor University in Waco to 
continue her basketball career. She was awarded All-Tourney at the University 
of Houston tournament in 1979. She also obtained a bachelor’s degree in 
physical education in 1979 as well as a teaching certification. Her academic 
achievement earned her a spot on the Who’s Who Among American College 
Students in 1979.

With her teaching certificate in hand, Mauch embarked on a 14-year career in 
coaching and teaching at Louise Independent School District, Brownsville 
Independent School District and El Campo Independent School District. 
She later turned her talents to the field of agricultural management.

MAMIE MAUCH
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ERVIN C. MUEGGE

Ervin C. Muegge was born near Kennedy, Texas, and grew up near McGregor, 
Texas, the third son of a row crop farmer. He was very active in church and in 
high school athletics, especially football. Muegge attracted the attention of 
Texas A&M, earning a scholarship, but was injured in his sophomore year and 
lost his place on the team. For Muegge, that turned out to be a blessing in 
disguise. WCJC coaches Johnnie Frankie and Tom Pickett recruited Muegge 
to play in Wharton, and it was at WCJC where he really found his place. 

At WCJC, Muegge earned an associate’s degree while excelling on the gridiron, 
making the All-American and All-Conference teams in 1949. Several scholarship 
offers came his way. Muegge chose the University of Houston, wanting to stay 
local as he was now married to a Glen Flora girl, Betty Parr Irvin. At UH, Muegge 
received the Most Spirited Player award in 1950. After college, he returned to 
Wharton as manager of the row crop portion trust of the G.C.P. Gifford Estate 
near Crescent. He managed the tenant farmers, encouraging them to try a new 
concept called fertilizer. He also farmed a portion of the estate earning the 
Progressive Farmer magazine’s “Young Farmer of the Year” award. He retired 
and joined his son Eric’s real estate firm, C.E. Muegge Real Estate, selling farms 
and ranches in the Wharton County area and developing subdivisions in Fort 
Bend County. 

Muegge passed away in 2003 at the age of 73, leaving behind his wife of 57 
years, Betty Parr, his son, Eric Muegge, daughter, Karen Muegge Rees, and 
several grandchildren. 
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MICHELE RUSCHHAUPT

Originally from Cuero, Texas, Michele Ruschhaupt was a tennis aficionado, 
playing for the Cuero High School tennis team and dedicating her summers to 
traveling and playing the United States Tennis Association (USTA) tour in Texas. 
Receiving a full scholarship to WCJC in 1982, Ruschhaupt refined her skills while 
enjoying the camaraderie of her teammates and friends. She was a two time 
NJCAA All-American and competed in the NJCAA finals both years at WCJC. 

“My time at WCJC was really wonderful,” she recalls. “I made several very good 
friends that played basketball and volleyball. Our tennis team was hard working 
and we had a great group of players.”

After WCJC, Ruschhaupt was offered a scholarship to Northeast Louisiana Uni-
versity. She competed for the NCAA Division I team for the next two years. The 
team was ranked in the Top 25 of the country. Ruschhaupt’s final year of college 
was spent at the University of Houston, where she served as an assistant coach 
for the women’s tennis team. She later hung up her racket, focusing her athletic 
talents on the martial art of Aikido, in which she currently holds a black belt. 
In the early 2000s, she began a textbook production company and operated it 
until 2017. 
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A Beaumont, Texas, native, Stephanie Jacks Saculla was a force to be reckoned 
with during her rodeo career, qualifying for the College National Finals Rodeo 
(CNFR) four times. A competitor in goat tying and breakaway roping, Saculla 
competed for WCJC from 2003-2005. 
Her accomplishments include:

After retiring from personal competition, Saculla has continued in the sport she 
loves, mentoring and coaching more than 40 students. Her students include 
multiple national champions and state champions, with one of her top pupils 
being her daughter, Zaili. When not in the saddle, Saculla works as a real estate 
agent for Connect Realty. She credits her father, the late Terry Jacks, and her 
mother, Renee Jacks, with her success in real estate.  
 
Saculla is married to Cody Saculla, a Professional Rodeo Cowboys Association 
(PRCA) calf roper and team roper, and the couple has two children, Zaili and 
Dally. Saculla says her biggest achievements are becoming a wife and mother 
and a follower of Jesus Christ.  

CNFR qualifier in goat tying 2004, 2005, 2007 and 2008
Goat tying Southern Regional Champion in 2004 and 2007, 
and Reserve Champion in 2005 and 2008
First round winner and Top 20 at CNFR in 2004
CNFR National Champion in goat tying in 2005
CNFR Reserve National Champion in goat tying in 2007

•
•
•
•
•
•

STEPHANIE JACKS SACULLA
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WALT WENDTLAND

Graduating from Lamar Consolidated High School in 1972, Walt Wendtland 
accepted a scholarship to play baseball for WCJC under Coach Ed Campbell. 
Wendtland’s experience at WCJC was remarkable. Not only did he make the 
All-Conference, All-Region, and All-American teams in 1974, Wendtland won the 
coveted Johnnie Frankie Award, a recognition reserved for a WCJC player who 
exhibits outstanding abilities and character. Wendtland was the first baseball 
player to receive the award. 

As exciting as that was, Wendtland said his most notable accomplishment at 
WCJC was meeting his wife, Karen. The couple has now been married for 47 
years and has three children and eight grandchildren. 

After WCJC, Wendtland continued his baseball career at Mississippi State 
University under the auspices of Coach Ron Polk.  Wendtland was the starting 
catcher at Mississippi State for two years. After graduation, Wendtland moved 
to Nacogdoches, Texas, where he served as head baseball coach for Stephen 
F. Austin University while obtaining his master’s degree. In 1978, he embarked 
on a career in education, serving in the roles of coach, assistant principal and 
principal at several schools including Bay City High School, Lamar Consolidated 
High School, Yoakum High School, and Yoakum Junior High School. He retired 
in 2010 after 33 years and currently owns Doublesteal Fishing Guide Service in 
Matagorda County, Texas.  
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BOARD OF TRUSTEES
Amy Rod, Chair

Ann Hundl, Vice-Chair

Mary Ellen Meyer, Secretary

P.D. (Danny) Gertson, III

Dr. Bret Macha

Dr. Priscilla Metcalf

J. Paul Pope

Larry Sitka

Dr. Sue Zanne Williamson Urbis

COLLEGE PRESIDENT
Betty McCrohan
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